Second hepatic resection for recurrent hepatocellular carcinoma.
During the last 5 years, radical hepatic resection was performed in 91 patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). Thirty-one of them had tumour recurrence in the remaining liver during the follow-up period. Second hepatic resection was carried out on nine of them 4-38 months after the first hepatectomy. The ages of these patients ranged from 39 to 65 years with an average of 53.7. There were six men and three women. Eight patients had underlying cirrhosis of the liver and one chronic active hepatitis. Six patients are alive, four being free of HCC and two with disease, for 15-45 months after the first operation. Two patients died of systemic cancer dissemination. The remaining patient had tumour recurrence in the liver again and died of hepatic failure after the third laparotomy. The survival rate of these nine patients was significantly better than that of twenty-two patients who were treated by other palliative methods. The present result shows that a second hepatic resection is a possible and meaningful method of treatment for the patients with recurrent HCCs in the liver remnant.